[image: image6.emf]
International Association of Economic and Social Councils 

and Similar Institutions  
(AICESIS)

AICESIS / Summary of decisions
Board-GA - Bucharest, 25-27 June 2014
　
The AICESIS Board and General Assembly held in Bucharest (Romania) from 25 to 27 June 2014 proved to be a constructive success, thanks to the involvement of all and the kind hospitality and perfect organization of the ESC of Romania. Once again, many thanks to our Romanian friends.
 
Please find herewith the summary of decisions taken by the Board and the General Assembly as agreed by President Velikhov (Civic Chamber of Russia).
  
The AICESIS Secretariat (aicesis@aicesis.org) remains at your disposal should further information be needed. 
 
Best regards, 
AICESIS General Secretariat
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All in all, the meetings gathered 72 people; 29 different Councils were represented (list of participants in Appendix); 5 Councils gave mandate to other ESCs to represent them.

1/ BOARD / Wednesday 25 June

Presidency: Mr Evgeny VELIKHOV (Civic Chamber of Russia)
At the opening session, President VELIKHOV informed the Board about the transformations occurred in the Russian Civic Chamber, whose new President is now Mr. Alexander BRETCHALOV, co-President of the National Public Front and President of the National Association of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises "OPORA Rossii". Mr. Evgeny VELIKHOV was appointed Honorary President, holding responsibility for all international tasks of the Civic Chamber. Accordingly, Mr. VELIKHOV expressed his wish to assume, prior agreement of the Board and the GA, the Presidency of AICESIS till the end of the mandate. The Board took note of these changes.

1 / The agenda was adopted without any modification. 

2 / The Board adopted the draft agenda of the General Assembly (GA) and approved the transmission to the GA of the activity and financial report, as well as of various other notes prepared by the General Secretariat. 

3 / The Board agreed on the transmission to the GA of the application for membership, as an Associate Member, of the ESC of the Srpska Republic, one of the two entities of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

4/ The Board was informed of the departure of the Secretary-General (SG) at the end of his second term, at the end of 2016. On the occasion of its next meeting, the Board will prepare a note defining the profile of the future SG. Once the profile set, a working group, consisting of ESCs having ensured or ensuring AICESIS Presidency (namely the Netherlands, Algeria, China, France, Brazil, Hungary, Italy and Russia), will proceed to the recruitment process of next SG.

________________

2/ GENERAL ASSEMBLY / Thursday 26 and Friday 27 June 2014

Presidency: M. Evgeny VELIKHOV (Russia)

At the opening session, the President informed the GA about the transformations occurred in the Russian Civic Chamber, whose new President is now Mr. Alexander BRETCHALOV, co-President of the National Public Front and President of the National Association of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises "OPORA Rossii". Mr. Evgeny VELIKOV was appointed Honorary President in charge of all international tasks of the Civic Chamber of Russia. Accordingly, Mr. VELIKOV would be able to continue ensuring AICESIS Presidency, prior agreement of the GA. The GA did not object and it was therefore agreed that Mr VELIKOV will ensure AICESIS Presidency till the end of the mandate.

1/ Item 1. Agenda 

The draft Agenda was adopted without any amendment.

2/ Item 2. Activity Report

The 2013 Activity Report was approved.

The GA approved as well the appointment of two Chargés de mission, Mr. Maurizio POTENTE (Italian CNEL) and Mr. Djoudi BOURAS (Algeria).

Furthermore, the GA was informed about the departure of the Secretary-General (SG) at the end of his second mandate, at the end of 2016 and noted that a document aimed at defining the profile of the future SG will be prepared on the occasion of next Board meeting. Once the profile defined, a working group, consisting of ESCs having ensured or ensuring AICESIS Presidency (namely the Netherlands, Algeria, China France, Brazil, Hungary, Italy and Russia) will proceed to the recruitment process of next SG.

3/ Item 3. Financial Report

The 2013 Financial Report was adopted.

The GA grants discharge to the Secretary-General for his management of 2013 accounts.

The GA acknowledged the Board's approval on the proposal submitted by the Brazilian CDES concerning the financing methods to be introduced for future funding. Such methods will come force starting from 2015, following the classification of members as presented in the financial report. 

Furthermore, the GA asked the SG for submitting during the next Board meeting a projection of the Association funding based on the new fee system, considering as well the different hypothesis concerning the future of the Secretariat General.

Finally, the GA noted that the Board will be seized on the occasion of its next meeting in December 2014 of a first report concerning the accounts’ financial supervision exerted by the Dutch SER.

4/ Item 4. Main working theme

After the presentation of the draft report by the Rapporteur, Mr I. DISKIN, and a rich discussion, it was agreed that 1) a new version of the document would be developed before December, taking into account all the oral and written contributions, 2) a conference on the main theme would be held in January-February 2015 in Russia, 3) after this event, a final draft would be prepared to be submitted to the International Meeting marking the end of the Russian Presidency. 

5/ Item 5. Working Groups

In conformity with the traditional practices, the GA was informed about the activities carried out by the different working groups (ILO, UN ECOSOC, UN Commission on the Status of Women), as well as about the AICESIS speech during the ILO International Labor Conference (Geneva, June 2014). 
6/ Item 6. Communication

New Internet Website: A presentation on the new version of the AICESIS website was done by the Civic Chamber. Such version represents a considerable improvement of the AICESIS website. The corresponding user manual is included in the GA preparatory folder and will be spread to all the members.  . 

Support to the members: In the context of the improvement of the AICESIS website, particular assistance has been offered to all interested ESCs-SIs to help them modernizing their own website through some simple procedural ways. An information note on this issue will be spread soon.

Global Database: A presentation on the global database on ESCs-SIs that AICESIS has been currently developing in partnership with ILO, and on its potentialities for the future, were delivered. A hard copy in English of the Database (« Blue book ») was distributed to the participants during the event. 

7/ Item 7. Exchange of experiences 1 / Fight against economic crime 

Following a presentation delivered by the Rapporteur (Mr. TOCCO, Italian CNEL) as well as the contributions of several delegations (7), the GA decided that the work would continue with the distribution of the questionnaire, contained in the GA preparatory folder, to all members. 

The Rapporteur will produce a first synthesis report on the different contributions for the next Board meeting (end 2014).

8/ Item 10. Support to the creation of ESCs worldwide  

The GA was informed of the initiatives carried out by the Presidency- Civic Chamber of Russia towards those countries without ESC or SI. This action will be followed-up. 
9/ Item 8. Exchange of experiences 2 / Fight against poverty 

After a presentation delivered by the Rapporteur (Mr. XIANG Yang, Chinese ESC) and the contributions provided by several delegations (8), the GA decided that the work would be continued and that the Chinese ESC would produce, within the end of this year if possible, a first summary document.

10/ Item 9. Exchange of experiences / Selection of a new theme

The GA approved “social dialogue” as new theme for the exchange of experiences. The theme was presented by the Greek OKE, and the GA welcomed the organization of a conference on this issue to be held on 9th and 10th October 2014 in Athens. 

Following several interventions, it was agreed that the issue might overcome the traditional vision of tripartite social dialogue and be broadened to civil dialogue, participatory democracy, and therefore to the inclusion of other Civil Society organizations, focusing on the key role of ESCs-Sis  in this regard.

11/ Parternship with the ILO 

The GA listened to the statement of the ILO representative Mr. GHELLAB. The GA expressed its appreciation for the statement.  

In particular, in the framework of the AICESIS-ILO Partnership Agreement signed in 2012, the following items were highlighted and discussed: 

- The successful outcome of the conference held in Madrid (December 2013) and the preparation of the conference to be held in Seoul (20-21 November 2014) on "The role of the ESCs-SIs and social dialogue in the implementation of a social protection floor for all". In this context, Mr. GHELLAB stressed the importance of the questionnaire already distributed to all members, to enable the draft of a high quality background paper for conference. 

- Cooperation on the global database on ESCs-SIs; 

- The academy for social dialogue, to be held from 8th to 19th  September 2014 at the premises of the ILO International Training Centre (ITC) in Turin (Italy) and opened to all members; with the possibility of granting scholarship to facilitate the attendance of some participants; 

- And the opportunity to increase cooperation with ILO regional offices. 

12/ Item11. Reports of the Civic Chamber of Russia 

Following the presentation of reports from the rapporteurs of the Russian Civic Chamber works on « The state of civil society in the world » (M. DISKIN) and « the Promotion of sustainable development at global level » (M. ZAKHAROV), the proposals for continuing the work by the Presidency were accepted.

13/ Item 12. Agenda September – December 2014

The GA listened to the presentations respectively delivered by the ESC of Curaçao (Mrs. PROVENCE), the OKE of Greece (Mr. XENAKIS ; check as well item 10 above), the CDES of Korea (Mr. YOUN) and the CESE of Morocco (Mr. Belarbi) concerning the programming and co-organizing activities of AICESIS, besides the Summer University, during the 2nd Semester of 2014.  All these presentations were warmly welcomed.

14/ Item 13. Miscellaneous

Date and venue of the International Meeting and the next GA: The International Meeting and GA, marking the end of the Russian Presidency will be held in Moscow. The exact date of these events will be determined no later than 1st October, after consultation of all members. 

Application for Membership: The membership application, as associate member, of the ESC of the Srpska Republic, one of the two entities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, was introduced to the GA and the requested documents were distributed among participants during the meeting. Given the delay in the submission of this application and in accordance with the practices in use on this matter, the GA requested the Board to proceed with the completion of this procedure at its next meeting. 

Statement of support for Lebanon: Following the proposal of Mr. BABES, President of the Algeria CNES, the GA unanimously accepted the principle that a supporting statement for Lebanon - currently facing an extremely difficult economic and social situation due to the immigration of more than 1.3 million refugees, fleeing the conflict in Syria - will be finalized by the SG and the Presidency, and addressed to the Lebanese authorities. 

Approach to the Italian authorities: Informed about the projects of constitutional reform in Italy and about the possible future of the Italian CNEL, the GA unanimously agreed that an appropriate approach will be performed with the Italian authorities by the AICESIS Presidency.

[image: image1.wmf] 


The President





The Secretary- General 
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Evgeny VELIKHOV  





Patrick VENTURINI

___________________________
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
	COUNTRIES
	NAMES
	ROLE

	South Africa
	Mandate given to AICESIS

	Algeria
	Mr Mohamed-Séghir BABES
	President

	
	Mrs Nadira CHENTOUF
	Chief of Staff

	
	Mr Boubakeur ABBES 
	Advisor

	
	Mr Faouzi AMOKRANE
	Chief of the Division of Social Studies 

	Argentina (Buenos Aires)
	Mr Sergio ABREVAYA
	President

	Armenia
	Mr Vazgen Manukyan
	President

	
	Mr  Hovik Musayelyan
	Member

	
	Mr Ruben Safrastyan
	Member

	Aruba
	Mandate given to the ESC of  Curacao

	Belgium (CNT)
	Mr  Jan Steenlant
	Assistant Secretary

	Burundi
	Mrs Stella bizongwako
	President

	Cameroun
	Mr Luc AYANG
	President

	
	Mr  René Marie ESSOME BIKOU
	Secretary General

	China
	Mrs XIA Jihui
	Secretary General

	
	Mr LU Liqun
	Advisor

	
	Mr XIANG Yang
	Programme Officer

	
	Mr FENG Huangchou
	Programme Officer

	Congo
	Mr David Gilbert Moutakala 
	Chief of Staff for the Office of the Secretary  

	
	Mr Bibale Bibay Tassoua Liboukou
	Economic Affairs Advisor on financial issues and materials, in charge of cooperation issues for the President 

	Korea
	Mr Dae-hwan KIM
	 President

	
	Mr Moo-jeong YOUN
	Assistant Director of International Relations

	Curacao
	Mrs Josephine Provence 
	Secretary General

	
	Mr Jean DICTUS
	Adviser

	Spain
	Mandate given to the SER of the Netherlands

	France 
	Mr Christian LE ROUX
	Chief of Staff

	Gabon
	Mr Paul BIYOGHE MBA
	President

	
	Mrs Célestine NDONG NGUEMA
	First Secretary

	Greece
	 Mr Vassilios Xenakis
	Member of the General Assemby of the ESC 

	Guinea
	Mrs Joséphine LENAUD GUILAO
	Vice President

	
	Mr Claude Gérard COKER
	Member

	
	Mr Alain Bertrand TRAORE
	Assistant of the Secretary General

	Italy
	Mr Marcello TOCCO
	Adviser and Rapporteur of AICESIS 

	
	Mr Michele DAU
	Assistant Secretary General

	Kenya
	Mandate given to the ESC of Senegal– UCESA 

	Lebanon
	Mr Roger NASNAS
	President

	Luxembourg
	Mrs Marianne Nati-Stoffel
	General Secretary

	Macao
	Mr. Wong Chi Hong
	Coordinator

	
	Mrs Vun Vai, Elsa HON
	Office of Labor Affairs 

	Mali
	Mr Abdrahamane SALL
	Member of the Office 

	Morocco
	Mr Larbi Belarbi
	President of the Permanent Commission in charge of the Economic Affairs 

	Mauritius
	Mr  Radhakrisna SADIEN
	President

	Monaco
	Mr Michel SOLLIET
	Economic Adviser 

	Montenegro
	Mr Predrag Bosković
	Ministry of Labor 

President of the Social Council 

	
	Mr Bojana Martinovic
	Chief of Staff

	
	Mrs Natasa Vukašinovic
	Secretary of the Social Council 

	Netherlands
	Mrs Véronique Timmerhuis
	General Secretary

	Romania
	Mr Florian COSTACHE
	President

	
	Mr Dragoș MIHALACHE
	Vice President

	
	Mr Radu Maximilian MINEA
	Vice President

	
	Mr Nicolae CHIRILĂ
	Member of the Office 

	
	Mr Ion ALBU
	Member  of the Office 

	
	Mr George STROESCU
	Member

	
	Mr Ion PIȚURESCU
	Member

	
	Mr Mircea OROS
	Member

	
	Mr Liviu ROGOJINARU
	Member

	
	Mr Marin GRUIA
	Member

	
	Mr Marian ANGHEL
	Member

	
	 Mr Iacob BACIU
	Member

	
	 Mr Octavian Cătălin ALBU
	Member

	
	 Mr Liviu APOSTOIU
	Member

	
	 Mr Simion Severel HANCESCU
	Member

	Russia
	Mr Evgenyi Velikhov
	President

	
	Mr Iosif Diskin
	Chief of  the Civil Society Development  Commission – 

	
	Mr Vladimir Zakharov
	Chief of the Institute for Sustainable Development  

	
	Mr Yakov Kolodin
	Chief of International Relations 

	
	Mrs Julia Borzenkova
	Assistant Chief of International Relations 

	
	Mr Oleg Zhdanov
	Chief of the  IT Department

	
	Mr Pavel Sorokin 
	Chief of the Press Office

	Sint Marteen
	Mandate given to the ESC of Curacao

	Senegal
	Mr El Hadji Momar SAMB
	President of the Commission

	
	Mr Ousmane Oumar BA
	Chief of  division

	
	 Mr Amadou Lamine SY
	Director of Cooperation 

	Vietnam
	Mr LE Thien Thang
	Secretary of  AICESIS Office -Vietnam

	

	AICESIS
	Mr Patrick VENTURINI
	Secretary General

	
	Ms Samira AZARBA
	Administrator

	

	Guests
	 Mrs Alexandra BRAICA
	Romanian State Secretary for social dialogue  

	
	 Mr Youcef GHELLAB
	Specialist of social dialogue at the ILO 

	
	 Mr Pieter Kerremans
	General Administrator of the Flemish ESC (SERV) – Belgium 


