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AICESIS

The new migration from the Palestinian refugee camps in Syria
Introduction
Immigration and Asylum of the Palestinian people began with the intensification of the Zionist attack on Palestine in the early years of the twentieth century especially especially during the British mandate after World War One.

When Israel was established in 1948, hundreds of towns and villages were evacuated by force, a systematized ethnic cleansing process was carried out against Palestinians, and this is what led to the displacement of more than three-quarters of a million Palestinians.

The creation of Israel was behind the first huge wave of refuge of Palestinians.

The Palestinians who were forced to leave their homeland scattered in the world in the following form.

1: Very little part remains in the new created state “Israel”.

2: Part of them refuge to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

3 The third part refuge to the Arab neighboring countries including Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and of course Syria..

Consequently, we can summarize the main reasons behind the Palestinian migration as follows:

1- The British Mandate policy that aimed to empty the land of its inhabitants.

2- The creation of Israel and the Zionist massacres against the Palestinian people committed by Zionist gangs (argon, Stern and the Haganah)

New migration from the Palestinian refugee camps in Syria
Recently, the migration of Palestinians from the refugee camps in Syria is increasing as a result of the war in this country which started in March 2011. One of the most important implications of this war was the destruction of the camps, and a harsh blockade, especially on the Yarmouk camp.

Palestinian refugees fleeing from the midst of the war in Syria, are experiencing a new “Nakba” catastrophe, this Nakba is worse than the first which occurred in 1948, It's because they are forced to abandon their "nationality and the nation" for the deliverance of murder or displacement.

The war in Syria pushed thousands of Palestinians to flee to neighboring countries and to Europe, South America, or Australia.

We believe that the following are the reasons behind the new immigration wave from Syria.
1-Political reasons:
Religious or ethnic persecution created by armed groups, and the attempts to sow sectarian strife; which exacerbated sectarian differences, and the emergence of the so-called "The Islamic State – Da’esh" and other extremist groups who are adopting extreme religious ideas. This complicated situation has led to the absence of security and safety, and the increasing of repression and human rights violations.
2- Economic reasons:
a-     Palestinian youth suffer from unemployment, especially among the well and highly educated people and the nascence of any job opportunities because of the war.
b-    The deterioration of the financial situation of young people.
c-     The emergence of cases of rapid economic prosperity among some families that one of its members migrated.
d-    Most of the families have lost everything because of the war, and became under the poverty line.
 3- Family reasons.
 The individuals suffer from inability to live their life easily in difficult conditions; so, migration has become the only solution to escape from this reality. In many cases more than one family rented a house because of lack of money and that led to many social problems. That pushes people to think that immigration is the only solution.
4-  Psychological reasons:
        Deterioration of  mental state of people, especially the younger age groups, many of them were under huge pressure which led to cases of anxiety, despair and frustration in addition to stress, fear, depression and stress, as a result of leaving their homes or the loss of their loved ones, or the arrest of some of them.
5-  Educational reasons: 
a-  The desire of young people to emigrate to study in Western universities.
b-    The imbalance in the educational system in our countries and the loss of  link between educational system and development projects.
c-     Difficult acceptance conditions of national universities and the expensive fees value of open and private and parallel education.
d-    Fascination of Western life and freedoms available which tickle and meet the aspirations of enthusiastic young people.
6- Social reasons:
There are many social reasons embodied in the following:
a-     The disability to adapt with the new reality and the new living conditions “the war”, and the increasing of unemployment , and the absence of any horizons that the war is not going to end in the short run.
b-    Some of the people escape from administrative bureaucracy and civil service systems.
c-     The emergence of diversity in the levels of political and social awareness among the majority of the people.
d-    The lack of commitment and desire for military service in an atmosphere of war.
Risks of the new immigration:
One of the most important results of migration of young people to European countries is the lack of ability to adapt with the new societies, which could lead to negative psychological consequences.
This migration will lead to the merger of some people in the new communities, and this could lead them to forget their affiliation of their national cause and to return to their homeland Palestine as a legal right.
As for the migration of Palestinian talents and brains and their effective role, the absence of these people has negative effect on our national cause culturally and scientifically.
One of the most risks is emptying the camps; these camps are considered as the road and the compass toward liberation, and the incubator of the Palestinian contemporary revolution. This will also has negative affects and weakens its activity and role in the Diaspora, and another risk of this immigration will be, obliteration of the Palestinian national identity and abandoning the Right of Return.
The problem is further complicated more; when we know that large numbers of the refugees applied for "reunion of their families," and bring them to the hosting countries.
This makes us lose large numbers of Palestinian people who dream of returning to Palestine, the land of our ancestors. This will be dramatically detrimental to the cause of the Palestinian refugees and negatively affect their legitimate right to return to their homes and properties.
 Effects of migration on individuals:
 It is difficult for many of the migrants to adapt to live in a new country, forcing them to learn a new language as well as adapt to the customs and traditions of the country and the conflict begins between parents and children; Migrants will also suffer as a minority and the unfair treatment in housing, employment, and large numbers of new migrants are living in crowded slums.
This will have effects on the Palestinian issue and the right of return will be targeted and obliterate Palestinian identity with the conditions imposed by the Western governments and other countries receiving the refugees.
Side effects of migration on the asylum seeker:
1-    It will not be easy to be away from family and loved ones, friends and relatives.
2-    Losing the sense of stability, safety and security
3-    Abandon principles, values, customs and traditions.
4-    Non-affiliation and not feeling reassured.
5-    Sense of isolation and loneliness. 
Proposed solutions to curb immigration:
1-    Focus on training and awareness through school programs, cultural seminars, to stimulate young people to stick to their homeland and to keep closer to it in preparation for the return, and not waste the Palestinian national cause.
2-    Pay more attention to youth, and appreciation of their work and qualifications by providing opportunities to engage young people to worthwhile work, secure privileges for the survival of dignity and honor.
3-    The elimination of favoritism, and to achieve the principle of equality and justice.
4-    Open the opportunities to invest energies and qualifications of young people, such as clubs and cultural associations.
5-    Motivate young people to engage and participate in political life.
 Recommendations for the solutions:
        End the political deadlock and stick to a political solution to the refugee issue, control and stop the civil war and the establishment of real peace in the region.
        Preserve the right to return for Palestinian refugees as a priority, because it is the core issue of the Palestinian cause, and to stick to the political and diplomatic Palestinian movement and adherence to UN Resolution 194 and the Palestinian covenants, which calls for adherence to Palestinian people national principles of the and the right to National self-determination of the Palestinian National.
        Rearrange building institutions of the “PLO” to mobilize the Palestinian situation and work to end the state of catastrophic Palestinian division.
        Pay more attention to improve the internal political and economic situation of the Palestinian communities affected by the conditions of their host countries.
        Work on investment of efforts, capacity and capability of the minded and the rare scientific competence in the development of Palestinian institutions at home and abroad; and absorb the largest possible number of Palestinians in the Diaspora through increased scientific research and production and the development of the national institutional work.
         Pay more attention to youth participation in the political and social in decision-making to build the homeland, and to fight immigration by scientific methods.
        Increase of cultural and scientific symposiums to educate young people in patriotism and belonging to homeland.
        Develop and activate the role of embassies abroad to protect young immigrants, and protect their rights in the countries that host them.
        Attracting young graduates and not marginalizing them politically to provide them decent life through the provision of job opportunities, and new projects to accommodate young generation in social and political participation in the Palestinian national factions to work for their support and access to decision-making positions.
        Develop a policy and a clear unified national strategic vision about the Palestinian higher education to be accessible to the role in the development process in various forms reflected on the educational programs at universities.
Conclusion

The dangers that the Palestinian refugees in the Diaspora are trying to overcome are grave and hard in their attempt to reach Europe, escaping from the difficult economy conditions, the unemployment, and the cutbacks of the UNRWA and lack sense of security.
These risks start with deception and fraud from the smugglers and do not end with crossing the seas; some of the refugees succeed to reach their destination while the others stumble and have only two choices, either to drown in the sea or face unknown fate for many years.

The Palestinians, in particular young people are living a real tragedy; the issue of negative migration, although it is less than other stable countries, but it remains a very important issue and it is  worthy confront it and deal seriously  with it.

The seriousness and danger of this issue must push all Palestinian factions and the PLO, to pay more attention to this phenomenon, and at the same time to strengthen relation and communication with Palestinian communities in Europe, the USA, Australia and other countries of the world. 

It is also the responsibility of the world countries which must play a more serious role in ending the occupation of the Palestinian lands and help us to establish our independent state with Jerusalem as its capital.

Before I conclude, I would like to remind you that there are many resolutions issued by the UN and especially resolution 194 which gives the Palestinian refugees the right to return, this resolution was never implemented, and resolution 181, which divided Palestine into two states, one part of this resolution was implemented by the creation of Israel, but the other part which is the creation of the State of Palestine was never implemented.

